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Discussion Paper regarding future, particularly Church Service options 

Vital Worship 1 

At the centre of many discussions about change in churches today is the topic of worship. This is not 

surprising, for worship is at the centre of congregational life. To “go to church” means, for most 

members of congregations, “to go to worship.” In How Do We Worship?, Mark Chaves begins his 

analysis with the simple assertion, “Worship is the most central and public activity engaged in by 

American religious congregations” (Alban Institute, 1999, p. 1). Worship styles are one of the most 

significant reasons that people choose to join a congregation. Correspondingly, they are central to 

the identity of most congregations. 

Worship is also central on a much deeper level. Worship is the locus of what several Christian 

traditions identify as the nourishing centre of congregational life: preaching, common prayer, and the 

celebration of ordinances or sacraments. Significantly, what many traditions elevate to the status of 

“means of grace” or even the “marks of the church” are essentially liturgical actions. Worship is 

central, most significantly, for theological reasons. Worship both reflects and shapes a community’s 

faith. It expresses a congregation’s view of God and enacts a congregation’s relationship with God 

and each other. 

We can identify several factors that contribute to spiritually vital worship and thereby strengthen 

congregational life. 

 Congregations, and the leaders that serve them, need a shared vision for worship that is 

grounded in more than personal aesthetic tastes. This vision must draw on the deep 

theological resources of Scripture, the Christian tradition, and the unique history of the 

congregation. 

 Congregational worship should be integrated with the whole life of the congregation. It can 

serve as the “source and summit” from which all the practices of the Christian life flow. 

Worship both reflects and shapes the life of the church in education, pastoral care, 

community service, fellowship, justice, hospitality, and every other aspect of church life. 

 The best worship practices feature not only good worship “content,” such as discerning 

sermons, honest prayers, creative artistic contributions, celebrative and meaningful rituals 

for baptism and the Lord’s Supper. They also arise out of good process, involving meaningful 

contributions from participants, thoughtful leadership, honest evaluation, and healthy 

communication among leaders. 

  

                                                           
1 The Church of All Ages: Generations Worshipping Together, Howard A. Vanderall (Ed) 
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Worship at Nedlands and the National Church Life Survey (NCLS) 

Church services are a part of the activities that most churches participate in, and are generally 

valued highly. For many people, it is their mainstay of congregational life. 

In the 2011 NCLS, the Nedlands congregation ranked worship as a strength being placed at third out 

of nine congregational strengths. This was a dramatic change from 2006 where it placed eighth.  

However, the 2011 NCLS placed ‘worship services that nurture faith’ as sixth out of twelve areas of 

church life that attenders would most like to see given greater attention in the next 12 months. This 

was a drop from being first on the list in 2006. 

The survey also ranks aspects of congregational life most valued, perhaps to be preserved or 

strengthened, by the congregation. The following chart shows the relative valuing of 4 aspects of 

congregational life related to worship services. 

 2011 (%) 2006 (%) 

Type of Service   

Traditional style 13 18 

Contemporary 24 26 

Aspects of Service   

Holy Communion 22 21 

Sermons 44 56 

 

In terms of greater attention over the next 12 months, ministry to children and youth fell from 

second in 2006 to second last in 2011, while as something valued by the congregation, it fell from 

second to fourth. 

Issues going forward 

In 2000 the congregation faced the issues of being able to facilitate greater outreach to the 

community, the close to full capacity of the 9:30am service and a desire by some for different styles 

of worship. 

Solutions offered in 2000 were to  

 relocate to bigger premises 

 hold more services 

 other! 

The outcome of these discussions was the start of an 8am meditative form of service. Since then, a 

monthly 5PM bilingual service and a CHAFs service have also started.  

While these changes resolved some of the issues for a time, numbers have continued to grow 

leading to a nearly full sanctuary most weeks, along with some other issues that have developed or 

been identified as a consequence of these changes. 

 As already stated, the upstairs service is normally 80 – 90% full, and sometimes overflows. 

Research shows that this level of ‘fullness’ becomes a discouragement for new people to 

stay. It can also lead to a sense of complacency with a ‘full house’ most weeks.  

 Along with this, fellowship after services over a cuppa is quite crowded which does not 

encourage people to stay and build relationships.  
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 Further, while parking is an issue for many, for new people, having to find a park and then 

walk to the service probably means they arrive after the beginning, usually meaning that 

they then have to sit at the front of the congregation, which can be quite threatening.  

 Related to this is a health and safety issue. The current setup does not meet the 

requirements for width of aisles. Addressing this issue will probably result in an even lower 

practical capacity in the sanctuary. 

  Questions have been raised again about the styles of worship currently offered with some, 

for instance, wanting a more contemporary style of service or a Mandarin service. 

 The relative isolation of the children from the clear majority of adults. While this was never 

the intention, for practical purposes, the adults in the 9:30 upstairs rarely interact with the 

children from the CHAFS service. From comments when we have all age services, many 

adults really appreciate the presence of the children in the service on these occasions. 

 Ongoing programming issues around synchronising both services. This is particularly difficult 

on communion Sundays for CHAFS as it is extremely rushed to conduct communion in a 

relaxed manner in the time available.  

 Sound quality in the sanctuary is poor which may be largely due to the orientation of the 

seating.  Sound quality in the Hall is also quite poor. 

Some Options 

These options by no means represent all the possibilities. All options have their strengths and 

challenges.  

 A youth service/contemporary service on the Sunday evening (this would potentially clash 

with the ESL service. 

 Maintain the 8am service and then have two services in the sanctuary (9 and 10:30 or 9:30 

and 11) with a shared morning tea between in the crossover. At least one of these later 

services to have children present for at least part of the service. 

 Integrate ESL into the regular Sunday Church and have a separate Mandarin sermon 

delivered concurrently with the English sermon. 

 Provide a live feed into the hall for overflow from the sanctuary. 

 Develop a congregation at another site to reduce pressure at the 9.30am service. 

 Use a bigger meeting venue, with on-site parking for Sunday morning services and retain the 

current site as a week day ministry centre. 

 Purchase/build a new facility large enough to cater for the congregations’ growth.  Ideally, a 

larger purpose-built premise with on-site parking for Sunday morning services and use 

current site as a week day ministry centre. 

 Reconfigure the 2 Sunday services (8:00 and 9:30) to offer styles of service that meet the 

traditional and contemporary style of service and distribute the congregation more evenly 

across the two services. 


